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Education
2020 Ph.D., Sociology, Duke University
Dissertation Title: “Identities and Meaning Structures”
2017 M.A., Sociology, Duke University
2012 B.A., Organizational Psychology, Pontificia Universidad Catdlica del Ecuador

(PUCE)

Research Areas & Methods

Computational sociology; text-as-data and natural language processing (NLP); social network analysis;
Identity Theory; meaning measurement (EPA, LLM-based methods); experimental design; reproducible
and open science practices.

Peer-Reviewed Publications

Journal Articles & Research Notes

Ramos, Maria C. In Press. “The Structure of Identity Facilitation and Interference” Network
Science.

Rohlinger, Deana, Christian Vaccaro, Brian McKernan, and Maria C. Ramos. 2025. “Political
Claimsmaking and Emotional Expression.” The Sociological Quarterly. 66(3):496-515.

Ramos, Maria C., and Nicolas Restrepo Ochoa. 2024. “Identity Networks as a New Frontier:
Conceptualizing, Mapping, and Analyzing Identity Structures and Their Impact on Well-
being” Social Psychology Quarterly. 88(2): 205-226.

e Winner, Outstanding Recent Contribution in Social Psychology, American Sociological
Association - Social Psychology Section

Ramos, Maria C. 2024. “Values as Master Identities within Identity Structures.” Social
Psychology Quarterly. 88(1):149-160. (Research Note)

Ramos, Maria C. 2023. “Whom to Help? Prosocial Behaviors and the Restoration of Tarnished
Identities.” American Behavioral Scientist. 67(1):77-99.

Grace-McCaskey, Cynthia A., Maria C. Ramos, Anja Sjostrom, and Sarah Page. 2023.
“Combining Social Network Analysis and Ethnography to Better Understand Fishers’
Organization and Promote Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin
Islands.” Marine Policy. 152:105573.
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Moody, James, Lisa A. Keister, and Maria C. Ramos. 2022. “Reproducibility Responses in the
Social Sciences.” Annual Review of Sociology, 48:65-85.

Cabezas, Christian B., and Maria C. Ramos. 2012. “Internal and External Motivational Factors
and their Influence on Faculty Performance at the Pontificia Universidad Catdlica del

Ecuador.” Revista de Investigacion en Psicologia (Journal of Psychological Research),
15(1):47-59.

Book Chapters

Ramos, Maria C., Lynn Smith-Lovin, and Bethany Young. 2019. “Intersectional Identities and
Stigma Recovery: Affective and Cognitive Responses to Unethical Prosocial Events.” Pp.
167-192 in Identities in Everyday Life, edited by J.E. Stets and R.T. Serpe. New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.

Encyclopedia Entries

Ramos, Maria C., and Lynn Smith-Lovin. 2019. “Social Psychology.” Pp. 284-289 in Core
Concepts in Sociology, edited by J. M. Ryan. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell.

Under Review & Revise-and-Resubmit
Ramos, Maria C., and Fang Liang. “Teaching Programming in the Age of Al: Pedagogical
Strategies for Computational Sociology” Teaching Sociology. (R&R)

Ramos, Maria C., and Steven Hitlin. “Morality and Social Psychology” Oxford Research
Encyclopedia of Sociology. (Under Review, revised submission)

In Preparation (selected)

Ramos, Maria C. “Mapping the Cultural Meanings of Parental Identities” (Uses LLMs and text
corpora to measure parental identity meanings; introduces a principled method for capturing
these meanings, and tests identity-specific rigidity).

Ramos, Maria C. “Affective Conditions for Identity Facilitation and Interference” (Tests
previously unexamined mechanisms by linking affective meaning congruence to network
patterns of facilitation and interference among identities).

Ramos, Maria C., and Fang Liang. “Teaching Computational Social Science: Unique
Challenges and Transversal Principles” (Identifies four central instructional challenges in
computational social science and proposes overarching principles and practical strategies).

Grants & Fellowships

¢ Fulbright Foreign Student Scholarship — Pontificia Universidad Catoélica del Ecuador
to Duke University, 2014-2016. $20,105.

¢ Graduate Fellow — Kenan Institute for Ethics, Duke University, 2016-2017.
¢ Summer Graduate Research Fellowship — Duke University, 2017. $5,500.
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e Professional Development Grant — Florida State University, College of Social
Sciences and Public Policy, 2024. PI, $2,000.

¢ Additional Research Grants — Duke University Sociology & Interdisciplinary
Behavioral Research Center, 2015-2017. PI; 3 awards totaling $3,328.

e Academic Excellence Scholarships (3) — Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Ecuador,
2009-2011. Combined total ~$3,000.

Research Awards

e Outstanding Recent Contribution in Social Psychology (Research Award) —
American Sociological Association, Social Psychology Section, 2025.

Talks & Conferences

Invited Talks & Seminars

2023 “Identity Networks and Well-being.” Social Media Information Lab — University
of Florida.
2023 “Social Network Analysis.” 5" Conference in Quantitative Methodology in

Psychology — Peruvian Association for Psychometry.

2021 “Identity Models from a Networks’ Perspective.” Social Psychology Seminar
Series — University of Limerick (Ireland).

2020 “Identity Models from a Networks’ Perspective.” Hispanic Community for
Network Science Seminar Series.

2020 “Identity Structures, Values, and Master Identities.” Women in Network Science
Seminar Series.

Refereed Conference Presentations

2025 “The Structure of Identity Facilitation and Interference” American Sociological
Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA.

2025 “Affectively Congruent Identity Networks and Well-Being” Affect Control
Theory for Change, Hanover, USA. (Roundtable)

2024 “Al Innovations and their Impact on Interdisciplinary Research and Education.”

Association for Interdisciplinary Studies Annual Meeting, Virtual. (Unsession)

2024 “The Computational Social Science Pedagogical Toolkit.” 10" International
Conference on Computational Social Science, Philadelphia, USA. (Poster)

2023 “Bridging Disciplines, Uncovering Insights: Integrating Multiple Perspectives
through a Computational Social Science Course.” Association for
Interdisciplinary Studies Annual Meeting, Lubbock, USA.

2023 “Values as Master Identities within Identity Structures.” American Sociological
Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, USA.
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2021

2020
2019
2018
2017

2016

Appointments
2022 -

2024 —

2020 — 2022

Technical Skills

“Combining Social Network Analysis and Ethnography to Better Understand
Fishers’ Organization and Promote Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in St. Croix,
U.S. Virgin Islands.” Networks 2021, Virtual.

“Political Belief Systems in Europe.” International Network for Social Network
Analysis (INSNA) Sunbelt Conference, Virtual.

“Identity Structures, Values, and Master Identities.” Group Processes Conference,
American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York City, USA.

“Values at the Core of Identity Structures.” 2" North American Social Networks
(NASN) Conference, Washington D.C., USA.

“Whom to Help: Prosocial Behaviors and the Restoration of Stigmatized
Identity.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada.

“Intersectional Identities and Unethical Prosocial Actions: How Does Identity
Shape the Definition of the Situation and Impression Formation?” 2°¢ Bi-Annual
Conference on Identity Theory and Research, Kent, USA.

Assistant Teaching Professor (Specialized Faculty) — Interdisciplinary Social
Science Program, Florida State University.

Founding Director, Graduate Certificate in Digital Applied Social Science —
Florida State University (College of Social Sciences & Public Policy, in
partnership with the College of Communication and Information).

Responsibilities include developing and updating curriculum, admitting and
advising students, tracking outcomes, and fostering partnerships with FSU
Libraries and the Research Computing Center.

Network Analysis Research Consultant — UNC—Chapel Hill, Duke University,
East Carolina University.

e Programming & Data Science: R (tidyverse, APIs, Quarto, R Markdown); Python
(Hugging Face, transformers, BERT, APIs; JupyterLab/Colab).

e Text-as-Data & NLP: text analysis in R; large language models (LLMs), Hugging Face,
transformers.

e Network Analysis: igraph, statnet, sna, ggraph; blockmodeling, ERGMs.
¢ Reproducibility & HPC: Git/GitHub, Slurm; FSU RCC resources.

Additional Training & Certifications (selected)

e Al-Enabled Data Analytics Certification (expected, February 2026)

e Data Matters short-course series — Odum Institute, National Consortium for Data
Science, RENCI, 2024
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Summer Institute in Computational Social Science (SICSS), 2023
RStudio Certified Instructor (Tidyverse), 2021

Teaching Experience

Florida State University

Instructor of Record for the following courses:

Data & Society, 2023—present (graduate and undergraduate levels).

Computational Tools for Social Science Research, 2024—present (graduate and
undergraduate levels).

Contemporary Social Problems and Integrative Solutions, 2022—present.

Interdisciplinary Forum, Fall 2023.

Duke University

Methods of Social Research, Instructor of Record, Summer 2019.
Sociological Inquiry, Discussion Section Instructor, Fall 2014, Fall 2015.

Teaching Assistant: Social Determinants of U.S. Health Disparities (Spring 2017);
Sexuality and Society (Fall 2017); Theory and Society (Spring 2016); Punishment and
Society (Spring 2015).

Curriculum Development & Mentorship

New course development: Data & Society; Computational Tools for Social Science
Research (graduate and undergraduate levels).

Honors in the Major Theses: Chair — Avery Solis (2025/Masculinity, Protestant Values,
and Femininity in Strength-Oriented Fitness Spaces); Committee Member — Grady
Anderson (in progress).

Mentor / Capstone Project Manager — Master in Interdisciplinary Data Science, Duke
University (Fall 2019, Spring 2020).

Teaching Awards

University Award for Outstanding Teaching in the Major — Florida State University
(university-wide), 2025.

Excellence in Teaching Award — Florida State University, College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy, 2025.
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Professional Service

National & Disciplinary Service

o Committee Member, American Sociological Association Social Psychology Membership
Committee, 2020-2021, 2025-2026.

o Contributor, Data Science Educational Competencies Working Group, Academic Data
Science Alliance, 2024.

e Graduate Student Representative (elected), American Sociological Association Section
on Social Psychology, 2018-2020.

Peer Review & Evaluation

e Awards Selection Committee Member, Fulbright Foreign Student Awards (Ecuador) —
Social Sciences, 2020-2024.

e Ad hoc Reviewer, National Science Foundation, 2023.

e Ad hoc Reviewer, American Sociological Review, Social Psychology Quarterly,
American Behavioral Scientist, and Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy.

Workshops & Community Engagement

e Organized and taught workshops at LatinR, R Ladies, Duke Network Analysis Center,
and other professional venues (2019—present).

Institutional Service (Florida State University)

e Member, Master in Ethics, Data, and Society Committee.
e Core Faculty, Graduate Certificate in Digital Applied Social Science.
o Interdisciplinary Course Approvals, College of Social Sciences & Public Policy.
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